





1. Who is the author?

2. Who is the intended audience?  

3. Who does the new governor of Yucatan treat the local population?

4. Since the Yucatan produced no gold, what did the new governor do to make money?

5. Why did the Conquistadors abandon the governor?  What effect did this abandonment have on the governor’s projects?

6. What did the Governor and his men use to hunt Indians?

7. How does Las Casas describe the behavior of the Spanish?
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Sir Father Bartholomew de las Casa, Dominican priest and Bishop of Chiapas, New Spain, his [letter] for the King of Spain, Philip II, 1542 CE 





In the year 1526, by lying and deceiving and by mak�ing offers to the King, another unhappy man� HYPERLINK "http://www.gutenberg.org/files/23466/23466-h/23466-h.html" \l "note_95#note_95" �95� was elected governor of the king�dom of Yucatan. This kingdom possessed a dense population, be�cause the country is very healthy and abounding much more than Mexico in provisions and fruit. This tyrant, with three hundred men began by making cruel war on those good and innocent people, who kept within their houses without offending any one. 





The country produces no gold, and if it had he would have used up the people by working them in the mines; to coin gold therefore out of the bodies and souls of those for whom Jesus Christ died, he made slaves indifferently of all whom he did not kill; many ships were attracted thither by the news that slaves were to be had, all of which he sent back loaded with human beings whom he sold for wine, oil, vinegar, pork, clothing, horses and whatever else he and his men thought they needed.  He selected the most beautiful maid from fifty or a hundred, and gave her to him who chose her, in ex�change for an aroba of wine, or oil, or for a pig: and similarly a handsome boy, chosen from among two hundred or three hundred, for the same amount. One boy, who seemed to be the son of a prince was given in exchange for a cheese; and a hundred people for a horse. He continued with these operations ruining and depopu�lating those countries, and killing those people without pity, till news of the riches of Peru reached the place and the [Spanish conquistadors] left him, and that hell ceased for some days. 





Afterwards, however, his ministers returned to commit more great evils, robbery, wickedness, and great offence against God. On one occasion these wretched Spaniards set out with fierce dogs to hunt Indians, both women and men, and an Indian woman who was too ill to escape, took a cord and, so that the dogs should not tear her to pieces as they tore the others, she tied her little son of one year to one foot, and then hanged herself on a beam; she was not quick enough before the dogs came up and tore the child limb from limb. Consider only the inhumanity of the Spaniards in these parts and how God has let them fall into repro�bate appetite; consider of what account they hold these people who are created in God's image and redeemed by His blood. These then are the deeds of the Spaniards who go to the Indies; in their desire for gold they have numberless times sold, and do sell, and have forsworn Jesus Christ.








